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GENERAL AND PERMANENT LAWS-1964
exist between such adopted child and the person adopting such child
and the kindred of the adoptive parents. From the date the final de-
cree of adoption is entered, the adopted child shall be considered a
natural child of the adopting parents for all inheritance purposes,
both by and from such child, to the exclusion of the natural or blood
parents or kin of such child. These rules of inheritance shall also
apply to all the parties where one of the natural parents is united
in bonds of matrimony to the other adopting parent.
b. After a final decree of adoption is entered, the natural parents
of the adopted child, unless they are the adoptive parents, shall be
relieved of all parental responsibilities for the child and have no
rights over such adopted child.
SECTION 13. Hearings and files to be confidential.-a. Un-
less the court shall otherwise order, all hearings held in proceedings
under this act shall be confidential and shall be held in closed court
without admittance of any person other than interested parties and
their counsel.
b. All papers and records pertaining to the adoption shall be sealed
and kept as a permanent record of the court and withheld from in-
spection and filed in the office of the Clerk of Court of Common Pleas.
No person shall have access to such records except on order of the
judge of the court in which the decree of adoption was entered for
good cause shown.
c. All files and records pertaining to the adoption proceedings in
the Children's Bureau in the State of South Carolina, or in the De-
partment of Public Welfare of the State of South Carolina, or in any
authorized agency, shall be confidential and withheld from inspection
except upon order of court for good cause shown.
SECTION 14. Clerk of court to furnish adoption certificates
to State Registrar of Vital Statistics.-a. For each adoption, the
clerk of court of the particular county shall prepare, within thirty
days after the decree becomes final, a certificate of such decree on a
form furnished by the State Registrar of Vital Statistics. Before the
fifteenth day of each calendar month, the clerk shall forward to the
State Registrar the certificates prepared by him during the preceding
calendar month.
b. The State Registrar, upon receipt of a certified certificate of
adoption, shall prepare a supplementary certificate of birth in the
new name of the adopted person, free of any reference to or indication


